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Welcome to the Yamaha world of music. We are sure
your selection of a Yamaha Electone was a wise one,
and we want you to know that we will do everything
possible to help you derive a lifetime of enjoyment
from this fine musical instrument.

Please read this manual carefully to be sure you are
familiar with each of the Electone’s features and their
expressive possibilities. In that way you and your
Electone can become lifelong partners in musical
creativity.
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e of Your Electone

In general, treat your Electone with the same care you would any fine musical instrument. The
following points are suggested for optimum enjoyment.

1. Use anly proper line voltage. Consult your 5. Shield the cabinet from direct sunlight,
Yamaha serviceman for changes. humidity and heat to protect the finish
and joints.
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2. Never touch the inside parts yourself. 6. Do not hit or scratch the cabinet with a
hard object.

3. Always shut off the power after playing. 7. To open or close the fallboard grasp the
front lip with both hands and slide gently.
Never pull directly upwards. Do not place
anything heavy on the fallboard.

O
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4, Clean keys, etc., with a damp cloth only.
Mever use solvents such as gasoline; they
will damage the finish.




s is Your Electone
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While reading the manual, keep

this page open for reference.
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.vboards

The BK-5B has three keyboards. The upper two are called “manuals” and the lower one, played
with the feet, "pedals.” They have keys and octaves as follows:

Upper Manual 44 keys (3%; octaves)
Lower Manual 44 keys (32; octaves)
Pedals 13 keys (1 octave)

The BK-5B is designed to permit playing the melody on the upper manual with the right hand, the
chords on the lower manual with the left hand, and bass notes on the pedals with the left or right foot.
All keys are arranged in the traditional keyboard method: two black keys, three black keys. Each
white key has a name (from C to B), and the blacks are sharps or flats. “'C'" is always the white key
just below the left black key in the two-black-key group. Any complete set of seven white keys and
five black keys is called an “opctave.”

UPPER MANUAL

PEDALS

LOWER MANUAL



e Levers

To the left of the upper and lower manuals are series of
tone levers which control the Electone voices that will
sound when the keys are depressed. They are divided
into groups for upper, lower and pedals, so that different
registrations can be set for each.

Upper Manual Levers B voices
Lower Manual Levers 3 voices
Pedal Levers 2 voices

Each lever provides two methods of control. One is by
continuously moving the lever from off to full, to achieve
the exact setting for that tone, and thus balancing the
overall tone setting with perfect precision. Each lever also
has two easy-to-feel click stops, at 1/3 and 2/3 positions.
This lets you refind any setting with mathematical pre-
cision and no guesswork in a matter of seconds.

Mote: When the Auto Bass/Chord section is used, the tone color
of the lower manual voices will change from Horn to
Piano, and from Cello to Guitar.

PITCHES OR FOOTAGES
The BK-5B has three different pitch levels, indicated by

O ETINE ONE BCTANE

Falfm FUMDIMENTAL ATV the numbers 16", 8', 4’. These are standard organ abbrevi-
g e ations showing the tone's pitch in relation to the
R fundamental {written note). An 8" tone will sound just as

it has been written. A 16" tone will provide a tone exactly
one octave lower than the written note. Similarly, 4
tones are one octave higher than the written note.

Vibrato

Vibrato is a waving of the tone. You will see violin and cello players use it freely by an oscillating
motion of the left hand. That increases the emotional quality of the violin tone. This vibrato lever
produces the same vibrato effect.

Upper Percussive

Changing the beginning of some or all notes can do wonders for lively selections. Your BK-GB's
percussive effects provide subtle but important shading at the moment each note is heard. The
special popping 4’ percussive drive can be- smoothly blended into all upper manual tones with a
single variable lever (percussive 4'), and a separate lever (percussive length) regulates the length of
decay for this effect.

With percussive, use a detached fingering. Each note should be played cleanly; slurred notes will
diminish the percussive impact.
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The reverberation effect, which makes your playing sound
full and rich as if you were playing in a large hall, can
be adjusted continuously and smoothly to suit your taste.

MAK = » CFF
Reverb Balance

To balance the reverberation between the upper and lower
manuals.

Strengthen the = __=Strengthen the
Upper Manual lower Manual

Pedal Sustain

This control provides continuous adjustment of the sustain effect on the pedals and allows the pedal
note to continue to sound a few seconds after you have released it.

Expression Pedal

Push down the pedal to control the volume of each note or phrase. This pedal is extremely important
for adding emotion to your playing. The pedal is balanced to stay in any position once set. Rest
the entire right foot on the pedal and relax it, pressing with the toe to increase volume, with the heel

to decrease it.




nd in Motion Tremolo
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The Electone’s special tremolo is produced by a rotary
speaker that actually spins just behind the rotary speaker
grille on the side of the cabinet.

Tremolo selector is complemented by a continuous
tremolo speed control knob just above them,

When the speed control is set to its maximum position,
the Tremolo tablet will turn the speaker at normal revo-
lution. The Chorus tablet will turn it at one revolution.
Once either tablet is switched on, it takes several seconds
for the Rotary speaker to attain the standard speed.
This is also true when switching to a slower speed (Tremolo
to Chorus). If one of the other tremolo control tablets
is switched on during this speed change period, the speed
variation will be heard in the music.

If you wish an instant tremolo or chorus sound, be sure
to switch on that tablet well in advance of the speaker
selector. For special selections you can use this speed
variation by switching the speaker on first, the Tremolo
or Chorus switch later.

Mote: There is a bit of noise when the rotary speaker is switched
on. This too is a mechanical noise stemming from the
spinning speaker. Spacial mountings help keep this sound
at an absolute minimum,

VOICE (Main/Rotary)

Lets you divert the sound from the main to the tremolo
speaker,



.0 Rhythm Section
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This section provides eight catchy rhythms, each one called forth by a simple button. You can also
create more rhythm variations with the variation button. In addition to a combined volume and
balance knob, tempo control and tempo indicator light, there are two other switches: ordinary Start
and the Yamaha Synchro-Start which begins the rhythm accompaniment on the first beat of a measure
when the first lower manual or pedal note is struck. A foot switch fitted in the expression pedal hous-
ing lets you stop and restart the rhythm at any point during play.

RHYTHM START

For instant rhythm at the beginning of a selection. Push
the rhythm selector desired, then flick the Start switch
on.

SYNCHRO-START

Select the rhythm, switch on the Synchro-Start and begin
to play once you have the beat established. The rhythm
will begin as soon as you strike a lower manual or pedal
note. This switch permits you to lead in with a rhythm-
free melody at first if so desired.

You can switch off the Auto Rhythm with the foot
switch.

When you wish to continue hearing the Auto Rhythm,
be sure to switch on with the foot switch.

OFF

SYNCHRO-ST
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RHYTHM FOOT SWITCH‘

Once the rhythm is on, push this switch once to instantly
stop it, once again to restart. It lets you stop and restart
the rhythm in the middle of a selection without using
your hand.

Note: H the foot switch has been used, be sure it is reset to

normal after you finish playing your selection, and then
make sure both Start and Synchro-Start switches are off.
Otherwise you may turn on one of the switches in the
middle of a new number only to find the rhythm still
cancelled.

TEMPO

The tempo of the Auto Rhythm section can be adjusted
by a continuous control knob. This is best accomplished
by turning on the Synchro-Start switch.

Although no sound will be produced, the indicator lamp
will flash each quarter note, letting you visually check
the tempo while you adjust.

VOLUME

Use it to balance the volume of the rhythm section and
the manuals. This volume is then varied during the selec-
tion by the expression pedal, just like that of the other
tones.

BALANCE

This control lets you balance the low rhythm sounds,
such as drums, and the high sounds (i.e., cymbals) accord-
ing to your taste and the selection. It can make a big
difference even when using the same rhythm. Turn the
knob to the right to accentuate the higher (treble) sounds,
to the left for lower (bass). If you accentuate the treble
sounds the rhythm becomes brighter.

Check the playing hints for specific settings.



