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Chapter 1
Using the Memory Disk and
Floppy Disks for Recording

Songs can be recorded and stored on the Disklavier’s internal Memory Disk or on floppy disks.

You may want to use the Memory Disk when, for example, you do not have a floppy disk handy, or when
you want to copy and edit copy-protected PianoSoft™ songs (copy-protected PianoSoft songs cannot be
copied onto floppy disks). Floppy disks may be used, for example, when you want to store many songs or
when you want to play back your recorded song data on another Disklavier or other instruments.

Using the Memory Disk

The Memory Disk uses the Disklavier flash memory to record and play back songs. It is internalized in the
piano and cannot be removed. It has a memory capacity of 1MB.

When recording, if no floppy disk is inserted in the disk drive, the Disklavier automatically records the song
onto the Memory Disk.

To title the disk, or to copy, delete, and rearrange songs stored in the Memory Disk, see Chapter 6 “Disk &
Song File Utilities”.

The Memory Disk is formatted in the SMF (Standard MIDI File) disk format, which gives you the most
versatility, as both SMF and E-SEQ songs can be recorded to the Memory Disk. It can, however, be re-
formatted as an E-SEQ type disk; similarly, a re-formatted E-SEQ type Memory Disk can be formatted back
to a SMF type disk.

To re-format the Memory Disk, see “Formatting Disks™ on the next page. This function will, however, erase
all data previously stored on the disk. If you do not want previously stored data to be erased, follow the
procedure in “Converting Disk Type™ on page 59. See also “Disk Types™ on page 56 for more information
on disk types.

As a factory presetting, a very short sample song is stored in the Memory Disk for testing purposes.

Note:  When you reset the Disklavier, the entire content of the Memory Disk will be deleted, and the
Memory Disk will return to its initial factory setting (SMF format; sample song included). See
Chapter 10 “Resetting Your Disklavier” for details.

Using Floppy Disks

The Disklavier uses 3.5 inch MS-DOS 720 Kbyte format 2DD floppy disks and MS-DOS 1.44 Mbyte format
2HD floppy disks. Most floppy disks normally used for personal computers can be used.

To record songs onto a floppy disk, a formatted floppy disk must be inserted in the disk drive before
recording. (See “‘Formatting Disks™ on the next page.) If a floppy disk has not been inserted, songs are
recorded onto the Memory Disk.

To title the disk, or to copy, delete, and rearrange songs stored on a floppy disk, see Chapter 6 “Disk & Song
File Utilities.”

Using the Memory Disk 1
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Formatting Disks

Accidental Erasure Protection

Floppy disks have an erasure protection tab located on the reverse side of the disk, in the bottom right-

hand corner. When formatting a disk, make sure that its erasure protection tab is set to “unprotected”.

With the tab window open, formatting and
recording are not possible (protected).

With the tab window closed, formatting and
recording are possible (unprotected).

7

F

Unprotected

The procedure below allows you to format new unformatted floppy disks and to reformat both the Memory
Disk and formatted floppy disks. New floppy disks must be formatted before they can be used with the
Disklavier.

Formatting a disk erases all the data previously stored on the disk, so always make sure the disk you are
going to format does not contain songs you want to keep.

n Insert a floppy disk into the disk drive.

Note:  Make sure that the floppy disk’s erasure protection tab is set to “unprotected”.

Note:  If you want re-format the Memory Disk, do no insert a floppy disk into the
disk drive.

If the disk has not been formatted, the following display appears.

LMFORFETTER: D5k

If the disk contains songs, it might be worth checking them to see if there are any you
want to keep.

q Press the [FUNC.] button.

E JFUNC.

The FUNC. indicator lights and the Function menu display appears.

ol §

ﬂ¢?q.
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With the i cursor next to the Disk option, press the [ENTER] button.

ENTER

OJ

The Disk menu display appears.

bl e prmt, et

sy eSorEEoen

With the i cursor next to the Format option, press the [ENTER] button.

ENTER

J

ystbu3

The following display appears.

Press the [-/NO] [+/YES] buttons to select a disk type: SMF Type Disk or
E-SEQ Type Disk. Then press the [ENTER] button.

~INC +YES

ENTER

—- )

SMF type disk is recommended if you will not be using this disk with other Disklavier
models. For more information on disk types, see “Disk Types” on page 56.

A display similar to the following appears.

Press the [+/YES] button to start the disk formatting process.

=/NO +/YES

If you do not want continue with the formatting process, press the [-/NO] button.

Formatting is complete when the following display appears.

RRORLITTOM

Press any button to return to the normal display.

Formatting Disks 3



Chapter 2
Basic Recording

e e e e S T T e e e e e

This chapter describes the basic procedure for recording a song and other general recording functions such as
song titling, metronome recording, changing song tempo, etc.

The procedure below only explains the very basics of song recording. For full details about recording, see
Chapter 3 “Recording L/R Songs” and Chapter 4 *“ Recording Ensemble Songs.”

The [REC] Button

The [REC] button functions as a toggle switch so that all recording functions, including quantizing and
overdubbing, are available for the recording of all tracks. This allows the recording procedures of L/R tracks,
rhythm tracks, and other accompanying tracks to follow a basically same flow.

The button toggles the Record Standby mode, title editing mode, re-recording mode, and recording setting
mode, as shown below.

Record Standby mode

Title Editing mode

Re-recording mode .| This display appears

_ .| when you have the

| option of playing back a
monitor piano part when
recording or re-recording

a piano part.

Record Setting mode

—! The Quantize parameter
appears only when
recording with a
metronome.

A very basic flow of recording songs is described below.

Recording a Song

You can record your song onto the Memory Disk or onto a floppy disk.

Insert a formatted floppy disk into the disk drive, as necessary.

If you want to record onto the Memory Disk, make sure there is no floppy disk inserted in
the disk drive. Proceed to the next step.

4 Chapter 2 : Basic Recording

Note: ~ Make sure that the disk’s erasure protection tab is set to “unprotected.”

If the disk has not been formatted, see “Formatting Disks” on page 2.

Press the [REC] button.

REC

O

RECORD
® O

Remote Control

The REC indicator lights, the PLAY/PAUSE indicator flashes, and the following display
appears.

If the disk already contains some songs, a new song number will be created. For example,
if the last song to be recorded was No. 6, the new recording will be song No. 7.

— You can title your new song either now or after recording. See “Song Titling and Title
Editing” on page 7.

— If you want to record a song using the metronome, see “Recording with the
Metronome”™ on page 9.

Press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button.

PLAY/PAUSE

~ PLAY
=

>

B/l

L=

Remote Control

The PLAY/PAUSE indicator stops flashing, and the following display appears.

ot pamee s e
PRSI L o THLLY

The Disklavier is now ready for you to play.

Start playing your song and recording will begin.

Recording will start as soon as you touch a key or press a pedal.

Recording a Song 5
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Remaining Disk Space

If the [REC] button is pressed and the amount of free disk space is less than 10%, the characters “DSK” will
flash on the display, as shown below. If your next recording is quite long, it may be worth using a new disk.

E When you have finished playing your song, press the [STOP] button.

STOP
STOP_

. L

Remaote Control

The following displays appear.

EWALT

Fpes e g die g g, gt
TR T DR

Note: Do not attempt to eject or insert disks while the above messages are displayed.

. Your new song is saved to disk.

Song Titling and Title Editing

If you run out of disk space while recording, your song data will not be recorded.

B L L M I

i

Flashes

During recording, the remaining disk space is displayed as a percentage.

This figure will decrease as more data is recorded.

Setting the Type of Time Display

Song time is indicated in one of two formats: minutes and seconds or measures and beats. The format
used depends on whether or not you use the metronome for recording.

Songs recorded without the metronome will be in minutes and seconds.
Songs recorded with the metronome will be in measures and beats.

Songs recorded in measures and beats can be converted to minutes and seconds. See “Changing the Song
Time Display” on page 54.

Songs can be titled before or after recording, and the title can be edited at any time.

n Press the [REC] button.

REC

o}

RECORD
) (@)

Remote Control

The REC indicator lights and the PLAY/PAUSE indicator flashes. The following display
appears.

ysijbuz
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If you are titling or editing the title of an existing song, use the [SONG SELECT] buttons
to select the song before proceeding. Make sure that the correct song number is selected.

Press the [REC] button again.

REC

0O

RECORD
® O

Remote Control

The display cursor appears at the position of the first character in the title, as shown.

I I A

Use the [-/NO] [+/YES] buttons to select characters.

~NO +YES

Pressing the [ENTER] button or the sustain (right) pedal moves the cursor to the next

character.
Song titles can be up to 32 characters long (16 per line). The following table shows which

characters are available.

EE0 I T = I PR I N T 1 T I O I O O L I O

N T P T O i L T 4 O I S - I I O (O B

20 < T T O A O O

L I I O - R S 0 - 2 - O L I S A T I I

— Characters can also be entered using the Disklavier keyboard. See the “Keyboard
Character Map” on page 9.

6
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m If you are titling a new song, press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button.

PLAY/PAUSE

O

_PLAY

~

B/l

Remote Control

Recording will begin.
When you have finished playing your song, press the [STOP] button.

m If you are titling or editing an existing song, press the [STOP] button.

STOP
_sToP

- L

Remote Control

The following display appears.

The following table gives a description of each of the options.

Option Description
SAVE The song is saved with the new title under the current song number.
NEW The song with the new title is saved under a new song number. The

song with the original title is kept under the previous song number.
CANCEL |[The song with the modified title is not saved.

Use the [« ] [» ] cursor buttons to select an option, then press the [ENTER]

button.
. . S ENTER
1 —

8
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Keyboard Character Map

The Disklavier keyboard can be used to enter characters when titling songs and disks. See the character map
below.

Note:  Not all characters that the Disklavier provides are available from the keyboard. Certain
punctuation must be input from the Control Unit. See the character table on page 7.

back Space Numeric [

| | | I N

2 34 . abcdefk
0 g g

16(17)18) IQE

ysijbuz

Upper case/ Cursor
Lower case forward

o |1 |
fghijk |l mnopg rstuvwx vy z

T T T T
64 |65(66(67 | 66 | 69| 70\71|72|7: 'M| 75| 76| 77|78 70| 8O | B1| 82|89 84|85 86/ 87 | L8

\ Alphabet

Recording with the Metronome

On page 46 of the Getting Started & Playback Manual we looked at using the metronome for practice playing.
Here we explain how to use the metronome for recording.

Songs recorded with the metronome will be in measures and beats time format.

All metronome parameters are reset when the Disklavier is switched off.

n To set the metronome, press the [METRONOME] button.

The continuing display shows the following.

Normal mode

PRt R T S T T I PR o T

Lo B ORE

Silent mode

'.. b | "i" o 'lE" ® "E" .:!

oy O

Keyboard Character Map 9



The table below shows which metronome parameters can be set.

Parameter Range Default Notes
Switches internal click on/off. If
Click ON/OFF ON set to off, the Dial indicators still
flash.
SMF songs: 30 to 400 bpm (beats per minute);
Tempo i 117 |1 beat =1 quarter note (crotchet)
=B Songe: 2010 See ““Song Format™ on page 56
280 bpm & page b
Time 1/4, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4, 5/4, A4
Signature | 6/4, 7/4, 8/4, 9/4
Volume
(in Silent 10 - 127 100
mode only)
A pedal count-in can be recorded
Pedal before you start playing the
Count OIOFE ek piano. See “Recording a Pedal
Count-In"" on page 22.

Use the [« ] [» ] cursor buttons to select a parameter: click, tempo, time
signature, volume, or pedal count.

« »

1

Use the [-/NO] [+/YES] buttons to set the selected parameter.

=/NO +YES

Press the [REC] button to engage the Record Standby mode.

REC

o]

RECORD
° Q

Remote Control

With each beat of the metronome, a short click is produced; this click can be turned on
and off as desired. Also, the LED volume level indicators flash. On the first beat of each
measure, all the indicators flash. On the remaining beats, the left half and right half of the
indicators flash alternately.
-10 8 -6 -4 2 0

istbeat -©-Q-0 0 QO

2ndbeat O O O O O-©

3rdbeat QOGO O OO

Press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button.

PLAY/PAUSE
PLAY

[T
>l | /_/)

Remote Control
The metronome starts and recording begins immediately.

10
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The LED volume indicators flash to show the beat and the beat indicator starts counting
(001 — 1). The display will cycle as shown below in the first measure.

10 0O O i, 0,
O O O O =

0 O
0

A
W 0

ysijbuz

- The display will return to the normal recording display as soon as you start playing.

If recording is paused, the metronome will pause, and then restart when recording is restarted.

Changing the Default Song Tempo

This function allows you to change the default tempo of a song and save the change to disk. It should not be
confused with the playback tempo function described on page 29 of the Getting Started & Playback Manual, in
which tempo changes are lost when the Disklavier is switched off.

The tempo of a song can be changed many times. This function can be used when recording a very complex
song that is difficult to play at a fast tempo. First, record the song at a tempo you can manage, then change
the tempo. For example, you could record a difficult left-hand part at a slow tempo, use this function to
change the tempo, then record the right-hand part at the normal tempo.

If a song’s time format is minutes and seconds, tempo changes are specified as a percentage of the original
tempo.

If a song’s time format is measures and beats, tempo changes are specified in beats per minute.

n Press the [REC] button.

REC

o
RECORD
e Q

Remote Control

E Select the song that you want to change using the [SONG SELECT]

buttons.
SONG SELECT/REV » FWD SDNQ SELECT L
e T ] (Cwa) (o)

Remote Control

B Press the [METRONOME] button.

METRO-
ONOME

Changing the Default Song Tempo 1



For measures and beats, the current song tempo (bpm) will be shown.

For minutes and seconds, “000% " will be shown.

TEAFD R R

If the song’s tempo has already been changed, the new value will be shown on the display.

Use the [-/NO] [+/YES] buttons to change the tempo.

=/NC +YES

|

The [-/NOJ button decreases the tempo, and the [+/YES] increases the tempo.

For measure and beats, the tempo range is from 30 to 400 bpm for SMF songs (30 to
280 bpm for E-SEQ songs).

For minutes and seconds, the tempo range is from —75% to +242% for SMF songs
(<75% to +140% for E-SEQ songs).

Press the [STOP] button to save the tempo change.

STOP

_STOP.

Remote Control

The following display appears.

LET

B I R

The following table gives a description of each of the options.

Option Description
SAVE The song is saved at its new tempo under the current song title.
NEW The song is saved at its new tempo under a new song number. The

original song is kept under the previous song number.

CANCEL |The song with a new tempo is discarded. The original song is kept
under the previous song number.

Use the [« ] [» ] cursor buttons to select an option, then press the [ENTER]
button.

« » ENTER

.

To change the tempo again or to reset the original tempo, repeat steps 1 to 6.

Chapter 2 : Basic Recording

IMDR (MIDI Data Recording) Mode

A song sent to the Disklavier by an external device through the MIDI IN or TO HOST connector can be

recorded onto the Memory Disk or a floppy disk. During recording, the Disklavier will play the piano parts

on the tracks that are set for the Disklavier.

Note:

MIDI instruments can be connected to either the MIDI IN connector or the TO HOST
connector on the Disklavier. However, it is recommended that you set the HOST SELECT
switch to MIDI when connecting your MIDI instrument to the MIDI IN connector, and to PC1,
PC2, or MAC (depending on your computer type) when connecting your MIDI instrument to
the TO HOST connector, for proper results. See “Setting the HOST SELECT Switch” on page
74 for details.

During playback of the song, input from the Disklavier will not be recorded.

n Press the [REC] button.

REC

o
RECORD
" O

Remote Control

The REC indicator lights, the PLAY/PAUSE indicator flashes, and the following display
appears.

E Press the [» ] cursor button or the [VOICE] button.

™ » Ovoice

(]

The following display appears.

B Press the [+/YES] button until the following display appears.

-NO +YES

Bl MODE BRI

i g

n Press the [» ] cursor button.

-« »

LI

A display similar to the following appears.

b W e Bl iy ot

ysibu3
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B Use the [-/NO] [+/YES] buttons to set the piano parts.

=NO +YES

For E-SEQ songs, L=01 (fixed), and R= can be set to ## or (2.
For SMF songs, L= can be set to tracks 01 to 16, and R= can be set to tracks 01 to 16
other than that selected for L=, and also ##.

ﬂ Press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button.

PLAY/PAUSE
o LAY

.

[ =3

| 2

. Recording begins.

Remote Control

14
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Chapter 3
Recording L/R Songs

This chapter describes how to record an L/R song. With L/R songs, you can operate the left-hand part and
right-hand part independent of each other. See “Cancelling the Left-Hand or Right-Hand Piano Part” on page
45 of the Getting Started & Playback Manual.

In an L/R song, the left-hand piano part is stored on track 1 and the right-hand piano part is stored on track 2.

Track 1 uses MIDI channel 1, and track 2 uses MIDI channel 2.

L/R songs can be recorded in one of two ways: by recording your left- and right-hand parts separately or by
setting a split point on the keyboard before recording.

L/R songs can also be recorded with a pedal count-in. A four-handed piano composition could be recorded as
an L/R song.

You can record your song onto the Memory Disk or onto a floppy disk.

Recording the Left and Right Parts Separately ________

For this type of L/R song recording, the left- and right-hand parts are recorded separately. While the second
part is being recorded, the first part will play back for monitoring. This playback monitor function can be
turned off if not required.

Either part can be recorded first. The pedals can be recorded with either part (the default setting is with the
first).

If the left-hand or right-hand part is very difficult to play at normal speed, the first part can be recorded at a
slow tempo, the song tempo changed, and then the second part recorded at the normal song speed. See
“Changing the Default Song Tempo™ on page 11.

Recording the First Part

n Insert a formatted floppy disk into the disk drive, as necessary.

Note: If you want to record onto the Memory Disk, make sure there is no floppy
disk inserted in the disk drive.

E Press the [REC] button to engage the Record Standby mode.

REC
(o) AECORD
L&)

[ ]
Remote Control

The REC indicator lights and the PLAY/PAUSE indicator flashes.

Recording the Left and Right Parts Separately 15
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A new song number is created for the new recording. For example, if the last song to be
recorded was No. 6, then the new song will be No. 7.

— You can title your new recording either now or after recording. See “Song Titling and
Title Editing” on page 7.

— If you want to record your L/R song using the metronome, see ‘“Recording with the
Metronome™ on page 9.

= If you want to record a pedal count-in, see “Recording a Pedal Count-In" on page 22.

Press a [PART] button to select the part that you want to record first.

This function will record the left-hand part first, unless you specify otherwise. To record
the right-hand part first, press the [PART L] button to unselect the left-hand part, then press
the [PART R] button.

For existing songs, you must select the track. See “Recording Ensemble Tracks™ on page
23

O O parT O O

The red PART indicator of the selected part lights.

Press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button.

PLAY/PAUSE

~. PLAY

‘ =
)]

Remote Control

| 24l

The PLAY/PAUSE indicator stops flashing, and the following display appears.

LS L P Lk

This Disklavier is now ready for you to play the first part.

Start playing the first part and recording will begin.

As soon as you play the keyboard or press a pedal, recording starts.

When you have finished playing the first part, press the [STOP] button.

STOP

_STOP
[
m | J

Remote Control

. The first part is saved to disk.

16
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Recording the Second Part

Press the [REC] button to engage the Record Standby mode.

REC

O
RECORD

e Q

Remote Control

The REC indicator lights and the PLAY/PAUSE indicator flashes.

Press the [SONG SELECT w« ] button to select the song number of the
previous recording.

SONG SELECT/REV « FWD

EEECE
A new song number is always created for a new recording. Therefore, you must return to
the previous song number when recording the second part of an L/R song.
— If you want to change the song’s tempo before recording the second part, see
“Changing the Default Song Tempo” on page 11.
Press a [PART] button to select the next part for recording.
[0} PART O O
The red PART indicator of the selected part lights.
= If you do not want to monitor the first part or you want to re-record the pedal part, see

step 4 of “Re-Recording One Part” on page 21.

Press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button to start recording.

Playback of the first part starts immediately, so be sure that you are ready to play the
second part along with it.

PLAY/PAUSE

.!)

Remote Control

When you have finished playing the second part, press the [STOP] button.

STOP
SToP

- [

Remote Control

The following display appears.

Recording the Left and Right Parts Separately 17
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Recording with a Left & Right Split Point

The following table gives a description of each of the options.

Option Description
SAVE The second part is saved with the first part under the current song
number.
NEW The second part is saved under a new song number. The first part is

kept under the previous song number.

CANCEL The second part is discarded. The first part is kept under the previous

song number.

Use the [« ][» ] cursor buttons to select an option, then press the [ENTER]
button.

« »

@ —- O

For this type of L/R song recording, a keyboard split point is set before recording, then the left- and right-
hand parts are played simultaneously. Notes played on the left-hand side of the split point are saved as the
left-hand part, and notes played on the right-hand side of the split point are saved as the right-hand part.

Insert a formatted floppy disk into the disk drive, as necessary.

Note:  If you want to record onto the Memory Disk, make sure there is no floppy
disk inserted in the disk drive.

Press the [REC] button to engage the Record Standby mode.

REC

o]
RECORD
y

® Q

Remote Control

The REC indicator lights and the PLAY/PAUSE indicator flashes.

A new song number is created for the new recording. For example, if the last song to be
recorded was No. 6, then the new song will be No. 7.

— You can title your new recording either now or after recording. In either case, see
“Song Titling and Title Editing” on page 7.

— If you want to record your L/R song using the metronome, see “Recording with the
Metronome™ on page 9.

— If you want to record a pedal count-in, see “Recording a Pedal Count-In"" on page 22.

Press both the [PART] buttons so that both red indicators light.

O paar O O
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18 Chapter 3 : Recording L/R Songs

The following display appears.

The above display shows that the default keyboard split point is note C3, or middle C. In
this case, note C3 and notes below are saved as the left-hand part and note C*#3 and above
are saved as the right-hand part, as shown in the following figure.

Left-hand part C3 Right-hand part

To change the split point, press a key on the keyboard or use the [-/NO]
[+/YES] buttons.

=/NO +YES

The split point can be set from note A-1 to note C7.

Press the [PLAY/PAUSE] button.

PLAY/PAUSE
S

B t
>
>l L

=

Remaote Control

The Disklavier is now ready for you to play.

Start playing your song with the left- and right-hand parts and the pedal
part simultaneously.

As soon as you play the keyboard or press a pedal, recording will start.

When you have finished playing your song, press the [STOP] button.

STOP

. -

Remote Control

Your new L/R song is saved to disk.

Recording with a Left & Right Split Point 19

ysibuz



	Cover
	Cover
	Table of Contents
	Chapter 1 Using the Memory Disk and Floppy Disks for Recording
	Using the Memory Disk
	Using Floppy Disks
	Formatting Disks

	Chapter 2 Basic Recording
	The [REC] Button
	Recording a song
	Remaining Disk Space
	Setting the Type of Time Display
	Song Titling and Title Editing
	Keyboard Character Map
	Recording with the Metronome
	Changing the Default Song Tempo
	MDR (MIDI Data Recording) Mode

	Chapter 3 Recording L/R Songs
	Recording the Left and Right Parts Separately
	Recording with a Left & Right Split Point




